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The MSCA-Doctoral Network ‘FlexCAT’ invites applications for 15 PhD positions (DCs) across 11
beneficiaries.

FlexCAT is an international Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) Doctoral Network focused on
developing innovative strategies to study and target intrinsically disordered regions (IDRs) in proteins.
IDRs play critical roles in cell signalling and disease, particularly cancer, but remain difficult to target
using conventional drug discovery approaches. By combining cutting-edge research, interdisciplinary
training, international secondments, and collaboration with academic and industry partners, FlexCAT
will train the next generation of researchers to develop novel methods for understanding and targeting
these challenging protein regions, using B-catenin as a key model system. FlexCAT brings together
academic and non-academic partners and provides an international, interdisciplinary and intersectoral
doctoral training environment.

What we offer:

e Funded full-time doctoral position (40 h/week for 36 months, fixed-term) within an international,
application-oriented research network, with structured doctoral training and individual career
development. MSCA funding covers a 36-month employment period. At host institutions where the
doctoral programme is designed for four years, additional funding for a fourth year may be available
through the host institution and/or the recruiting Pl’s research grants. Availability, duration and
conditions of such additional funding depend on the individual DC position and host institution and
will be specified where applicable.

e Remuneration package provided according to the MSCA Doctoral Network rules (adjusted per country
correction factor). Mobility allowance and family allowance (if eligible).

e As part of the FlexCAT-DN, you will participate in several international doctoral training programs (-~
3 weeks over 3 years) at different European locations, as well as at least one secondment to an
international academic or industry partner.

e An interdisciplinary supervisory team and an individual career development plan. Transferable skills
courses and networking opportunities.

e Opportunities to present your research at international conferences and to engage in scientific
dissemination, communication, outreach and, where relevant, exploitation and innovation
activities.



General criteria:

Applicants of any nationality are welcome to apply. To be eligible for recruitment as an MSCA Doctoral

Candidate, applicants must fulfil the following criteria at the date of recruitment:

e Education - you do not hold a doctoral degree and hold (or will shortly complete) a science Master’s
degree (see individual project requirements), with excellent results, qualifying you for admission to
the doctoral program of the respective host institution. The successful candidate must fulfil the
admission requirements of the respective doctoral programme and will be enrolled in a doctoral
programme during the project.

e Mobility - you must not have resided or carried out your main activity (work, studies, etc.) in
recruiting beneficiary’s country for more than 12 months during the 36 months before your
recruitment. Compulsory national service, holidays/short stays and time spent obtaining refugee
status under the Geneva Convention4 are not considered for this purpose.

e Language & communication - excellent command of spoken and written English (min. B2 level).
Ability to communicate results clearly to diverse audiences, both in writing and verbally.

e Motivation - motivation for multidisciplinary, international doctoral research, hands-on
experimental work, mandatory academic/industy secondment(s), to publish research findings in
international journals, present results at conferences and contribute to project deliverables.
Willingness to contribute to project network-wide activities, communication, training events, and
dissemination efforts.

e Technical skills - specific to the individual DC project (see individual project descriptions).

How to apply:

Applications are exclusively accepted through the Recruitment Portal (https://phd-
recruiting.medunigraz.at/). The required information is specified in the recruitment portal and
comprises:

e Motivation statement for selected DC projects

e Detailed CV; publication list if applicable

e BSc/MSc diplomas and academic transcripts/supplements
e Contact details for two referees

Applications will be assessed for eligibility and scientific/academic quality. Shortlisted applicants will
be invited to interview. The final selection will follow the open, transparent and merit-based
recruitment principles of MSCA.

Key dates:

e Applications open: 15 September 2026

e Applications close: 31 October 2026

e  Online pre-interviews: early November 2026

e Final interviews: late November/early December 2026
e Decisions and offers: mid-December 2026

e Start: January 2027 - March 2027

Data protection statement

The personal data you provide as part of your application will be processed for the purposes necessary to
administer the recruitment and selection process for the Doctoral Candidate position(s) for which you apply within
the FlexCAT Marie Sktodowska-Curie Doctoral Network (MSCA-DN). Access to your application will be restricted to
individuals directly involved in the recruitment and selection process, including the recruiting beneficiary,
members of the selection committee, and, where necessary, authorised representatives of the FlexCAT consortium.
Personal data will be processed in accordance with the applicable data-protection legislation, including the
General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (GDPR), and the privacy policies of the recruiting beneficiary.
Statistics for project reporting will be provided in anonymised or appropriately aggregated form.
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